
2020 CRSD High School Summer Reading List 
The CRSD Summer Read Book Lists are a compilation of recommendations from CRSD librarians, AASL book lists, 
Reading Olympics lists, and ALA award winners. Like a mirror, some books on the list will help students reflect on 
their culture and help build their identity. Other books will be a window, offering a view into someone else’s life 
experience. The list honors the lives of all our students. 

Picture of Book Title and Author Summary 

 

 
The Field Guide to the 
North American Teacher  
 
by Ben Philippe 

You might be able to take the teenager out of 
Canada and transplant him into the heart of 
Texas. But, will this smart yet snarky teenager 
realize where he belongs?  
 
Amazon Kindle/Follett ebook 

 

 
The Improbable Theory 
of Ana and Zak  
 
by Brian Katcher 

One nerd, one slacker, and one wayward 
brother lead to an all night rescue mission, 
even if it means dodging Vikings in costume 
and criminals. 
 
Amazon Kindle/Follett ebook 

 

 
Pumpkinheads  
 
by Rainbow Rowell, Art 
by Faith Erin Hicks 

Rowell’s first graphic novel tells the story of 
two high school seniors who are in their last 
season of working at the pumpkin patch where 
they have spent every autumn.  Josiah is sad 
as this experience ends, but Deja wants to turn 
their last shift into an adventure.  
 
Amazon Kindle/Follett ebook 

 

 
Game Change  
 
by Joseph Monninger 

Seventeen-year-old Zeb Holloway is happy to 
work in his uncle's auto repair shop and cruise 
through school without much effort. He's a 
quarterback on his high school's undefeated 
football team, but he never plays. Why would 
he when T.T. Munroe--a walking, talking 
highlight reel--is around? That is, until T.T's 
injured a week before the state 
championships. 
Now Zeb is starting. As he assumes the role of 
QB and team leader, the entire town is 
watching him. And when a college recruiter 
says Zeb could have a future beyond his small 
New Hampshire town, he realizes there's a 
bigger life out there for him . . . if he can play 
his heart out. 
Amazon Kindle/Follett ebook 



 

 
By the Book  
 
by Amanda Sellet 

A teen obsessed with nineteenth-century 
literature tries to cull advice on life and love 
from her favorite classic heroines to disastrous 
results--especially when she falls for the 
school's resident Lothario. 
 
Mary Porter-Malcolm has prepared for high 
school in the one way she knows how: an 
extensive review of classic literature to help 
navigate the friendships, romantic liaisons, and 
overall drama she has come to expect from 
such an "esteemed" institution. When some 
new friends seem in danger of falling for the 
same tricks employed since the days of Austen 
and Tolstoy, Mary swoops in to create the 
Scoundrel Survival Guide, using archetypes of 
literature's debonair bad boys to signal red 
flags. But despite her best efforts, she soon 
finds herself unable to listen to her own good 
advice and falling for a supposed cad--the 
same one she warned her friends away from. 
Without a convenient rain-swept moor to flee 
to, Mary is forced to admit that real life doesn't 
follow the same rules as fiction and that if she 
wants a happy ending, she's going to have to 
write it herself. 
 
Amazon Kindle/Follett ebook 

 

 
Golden Arm  
 
by Carl Deuker 

In this riveting story about baseball and 
brotherhood, a boy from the wrong side of the 
tracks finds himself pitching his way out of 
poverty one strike at a time. Lazarus 
Weathers has always been shy, and his issue 
with stuttering when he speaks hasn’t helped. 
Stuck in a Seattle trailer park, Laz finds 
baseball helps him escape from the world of 
poverty and drugs. When he gets an 
opportunity to pitch for the rich kids across 
town, he has a chance to get drafted by the 
major leagues. But playing for the other team 
means leaving behind his family, including 
Antonio, Laz’s younger brother, who more and 
more, seems to be drawn to the dark world of 
the Jet City’s drug ring. Now Laz will have to 
choose between being the star pitcher he 
always dreamed of becoming and the team 
player his family needs. 

Amazon Kindle/Follett ebook 



 

 
Dig  
 
by A.S. King 

The five estranged Hemmings’ cousins face  a 
web of wealth, racism, and secrets as they 
uncover the cost of maintaining the family 
name. 
 
Amazon Kindle/Follett ebook 

 

 
Free Lunch  
 
by Rex Ogle 

An account of the author’sand his family’s 
experience with poverty during his sixth grade 
school year. Readers’ hearts will be moved by 
the sadness and pain of this family’s story and 
buoyed by their resilience. 
 
Amazon Kindle/Follett ebook 
 

 

 
Almost American Girl  
 
by Robin Ha 

For as long as she can remember, it’s been 
Robin and her mom against the world. 
Growing up in the 1990s as the only child of a 
single mother in Seoul, Korea, wasn’t always 
easy, but it has bonded them fiercely together. 

So when a vacation to visit friends in Huntsville, 
Alabama, unexpectedly becomes a permanent 
relocation—following her mother’s 
announcement that she’s getting 
married—Robin is devastated. Overnight, her 
life changes. She is dropped into a new school 
where she doesn’t understand the language 
and struggles to keep up. She is completely cut 
off from her friends at home and has no access 
to her beloved comics. At home, she doesn’t fit 
in with her new stepfamily. And worst of all, she 
is furious with the one person she is closest 
to—her mother.Then one day Robin’s mother 
enrolls her in a local comic drawing class, 
which opens the window to a future Robin 
could never have imagined 



 

 
Apollo 13: A successful 
Failure  
 
by Laura B. Edge 

“Houston, we’ve had a problem.” 
 
On April 13, 1970, the three astronauts aboard 
the Apollo 13 spacecraft were headed to the 
moon when a sudden explosion rocked the 
ship. Oxygen levels began depleting rapidly. 
Electrical power began to fail. Astronauts 
James Lovell, Jack Swigert, and Fred Haise 
were about to be stranded in the inky void of 
outer space. 
 
The mission to the moon was scrapped. Now, 
Apollo 13‘s only goal was to bring the crew 
home. With the damaged spacecraft hurtling 
towards the moon at roughly six thousand 
miles per hour, there was little hope of 
success. But the astronauts and mission 
control were fully prepared to do whatever it 
took to return the crew to Earth. 
 
This space disaster occurred at the peak of the 
United States’ Space Race against the Soviet 
Union. But for four days in 1970, the two 
nations put aside their differences, and the 
entire world watched the skies, hoping and 
praying the astronauts would return safely. As 
missions to Mars and commercial space flight 
become a reality, the time is now to be 
reminded of our common humanity, of how 
rivals can work together and support each 
other towards a shared goal. Because no 
matter what happens or where we travel, we 
all call Earth home.  

 

 
Stamped: Racism, 
Antiracism, and You  
 
by Jason Reynolds 
andIbram X. Kendi 

The construct of race has always been used to 
gain and keep power, to create dynamics that 
separate and silence. This remarkable 
reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. Kendi’s National 
Book Award-winning Stamped from the 
Beginning reveals the history of racist ideas in 
America, and inspires hope for an antiracist 
future. It takes you on a race journey from then 
to now, shows you why we feel how we feel, 
and why the poison of racism lingers. It also 
proves that while racist ideas have always 
been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can 
also be discredited.  

 



 

 
Fly Like a Girl: One 
Woman’s Dramatic Fight 
in Afghanistan and on 
the Home Front  
 
by Mary Jennings Hegar 

On July 29, 2009, Air National Guard Major 
Mary Jennings Hegar was shot down while on 
a Medevac mission in Afghanistan. Despite 
being wounded, her courageous actions saved 
the lives of her crew and their patients, earning 
her the Purple Heart as well as the 
Distinguished Flying Cross with Valor Device. 
That day also marked the beginning of a new 
mission: convincing the U.S. Government to 
allow women to serve openly on the front line 
of battle for the first time in American history. 

 

 
The Ballad of Songbirds 
and Snakes  
 
by Suzanne Collins 

The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes will revisit 
the world of Panem sixty-four years before the 
events of The Hunger Games, starting on the 
morning of the reaping of the Tenth Hunger 
Games. 

 

 
Throne of Glass  
 
by Sarah J. Maas 

In a land without magic, where the king rules 
with an iron hand, an assassin is summoned to 
the castle. She comes not to kill the king, but 
to win her freedom. If she defeats twenty-three 
killers, thieves, and warriors in a competition, 
she is released from prison to serve as the 
king's champion. Her name is Celaena 
Sardothien. 

 


